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MADISON, NEW JERSEY 07940 
The Hon. Geraldine A. Ferraro 
22 Deepdene Place 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 
Dear Congresswoman Ferraro: 
No matter what happens on November 6, the public world of women has 
changed for the better toward a reality that in private many have 
known but never completely. This is democracy, that everyone does 
have an opportunity to make it! This is reality, not a media-hyped 
figure touching mythic levels of personality. This is wonderful! 
When someone asked me what I thought of your nomination, I responded: 
You're asking a professional Virgo woman born in 1935 (August 24) who 
is an educational administrator and college instructor (child care/ 
early education; Kean College of NJ) , and a doctoral candidate writ-
ing a dissertation (Teachers College) . I too have three children, 
short hair, and wear size 6 and glasses, and use one last name pro-
fessionally and another socially (and am both) . I have never been 
so publically affirmed in my life, notwithstanding support from par-
ents (for the most part), teachers, professors, and friends. Along 
with the support came something of a double message suggesting "not 
enough." In the past five years I have finally realized that I am 
more than enough, and I like it. Now I feel that there is a public 
statement occurring that ratifies that belief and affirms what I and 
many others already know. 
Many people, men and women, will have to reassess their lives because 
of your position. Some will be threatened and be against you or put 
your down. The definition of sex roles in this country runs toward 
clear lines of differentiation (note the Ohio woman quoted in this 
morning's New York Times saying "we (women) are not meant to be pol-
iticians"). Taking sides will say far more about the speaker than 
about you. And it works the other way, too; that those men and wo-
men who are affirmed, who stand a little taller for being human beings 
with a choice, are also better able to give to the worlds in which 
each of them lives. 
In your acceptance speech you spoke of generations keeping faith; I 
want to thank you for keeping faith with yourself and for taking the 
opportunities in life as they came and making them a vehicle for 
growth, caring and a joyful life. 
Sincerely, 
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